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Discussion 
 

“I don't want to get stuck with 

ridiculous amounts of college debt.” 

“I will suck at college.” 

  

“The world sometimes can be 

big and scary.” 
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“There's like four options everyone 

says either workforce, military, 

college, or your parent’s basement.” 

"I want a better life for myself and 

financial success and job opportunities." 
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“He's encouraging me to go to 

take a trade school class for six 

months and get my certificate.” 

“I want to go to a trade school 

for welding.” 

“I feel that there is a lot of 

YouTubers that I watch that talk 

about how they went to college for 

some reason and then like after a 

while, they kind of realized that this 

wasn't really going to help them in 

the future. And then they kind of 

stopped going to college and then 

started like doing YouTube.” 
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“Because like gas prices, I'm sure you 

who drive can agree that it's even 

probably hard for people to get to work. 

I got six dollars in my bank account. I 

don't know how I'm making it work.” 

“School shootings and stuff and 

certain areas like bigger cities have a 

higher safety concern.” 
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“Like high school, they’re not 

preparing us well for college, right 

now. Oh yeah, you can retake this 

test. Just fill out the form and retake 

the test. But in college, it’s make or 

break like they’re not going to have 

you retake it. I mean, quizzes, maybe, 

but like the test, its make or break. If 

you fail, you fail it. You’re not going to 

retake it. And right now we have 

three weeks to turn in late work. In 

college, they won’t let that happen.” 

“And spending money and how to 

budget. I still feel like it is different 

whenever you’re just living on your 

own with your own money, rather 

than like if I go buy food for lunch. I 

know that like, I’ll still be able to eat 

dinner later and stuff, and I don’t 

have to pay like rent or all those 

other bills.” 

“I can't speak for anyone else, but I 

have no idea how to manage money 

whatsoever. “  

“Do I even want to go to college and 

then waste the time and money? When 

you do it, and then get a degree for it, 

and then not ever really need it.” 
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“I’m not sure yet.” 
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Top 5 Key Takeaways

School Group Total 

Participants

Concept1 Concept2 Concept3 Concept4 Concept5

HS1 Group 1 Not 

planning

8 multiple students showed interest in 

trade schools

Felt they had a lack of information 

about scholarships

worry about general education 

courses

money money money "pushy" guidance councelor

HS1 Group 2 Planning 10 Debt and money biggest worry and 

barrier

had a great idea about all options open 

to them for after high school graduation

normal concerns: transportation, 

debt, moving from small school 

to large campus, class size

Parents biggest influence on 

decision to go to college

very positive about Lake Land in 

general. Know a lot about it and 

indicated pushed on them

HS2 Group 1 Planning 8 Debt was major concern although 

one student mentioned scholarships

Sophomores had recently made 

decision to go to college within the past 

7 months

Planning to attend because of 

money and options for career

Indicated a lot of barriers that 

can be individual to each 

student: anxiety, change, 

starting over, making new 

friends, etc.

More personal touches 

(communications, discussion with 

faculty, etc.) from Lake Land would 

make it easier to go to Lake Land

HS2 Group 2 Not 

planning

5 School is a waste of time I'm already working and feel it is more 

valuable to keep working than to waste 

time and money on school

I don't enjoy school I'm bad at school if you have a good work ethic, you'll 

be fine in the real work just working 

without going to college. 

Path1 Group 1 Planning 8 Parents and teachers are biggest 

encouragement for attending college

Mondy, stability and opportunities are 

the reason for attending college

Think LLC is doing a good just and 

couldn't think of anything could 

be doing better. All had received 

information from LLC but not too 

much. 

Most made the decision to 

attend college within the past 

year. 

They wanted to leave Illinois. 5 of the 

8.

Path 1 Group 2 Not 

planning

9 This group was mostly seniors and 

some juniors. They did seem to 

understand their time in high school 

is drawing to a close, they did seem 

to understand they need a plan after 

HS. Where I see a gap is that this 

group had done very little of the 

many steps needed to set up a plan 

after HS. For example, one stated he 

was going into the Marines. 

However, when pressed he had not 

met with them nor did he know for 

sure if he would do it. Typically, I 

think students would have this 

mapped out more so than that. This 

seemed to be typical of the groups 

MO as a whole.

There were several mentions about 

trade school in this group. I didn’t 

observe a good understanding of trade 

schools versus Lake Land College. One 

students stated that trade schools are 

free, so very little understanding of 

costs.

Students seemed to view Lake 

Land College similar to EIU or 

other state universities. While in 

many cases this is good, this 

group didn’t seem themselves as 

coming to “college” at all so it 

was a detriment.

Most currently worked but did 

not wish to stay at their 

current job, such as Walmart, 

Dairy queen, etc. most 

understand they need a skill to 

increase their wages, but they 

see this coming from 

apprenticeships or trade 

school, not LLC.

All stated they have encouragement 

to go to college. However, it is 

spoken of by this group as some far 

away place that is out of reach. 

HS3 Group 1 Planning 9 The group was adamant and 

unanimous in their throughts about 

face to face and online courses. They 

definitely prefer face to face. Staying 

motivated is hard in online. They 

learned that during COVID. 

the biggest issues with college seemed 

to be money and transportation.

Most of them always planned to 

go to college. Family (parent or 

grandparent) and coaches 

seemed to be the most 

encouraging. 

Several have friends going 

straight into the workforce and 

are looking at apprenticeship 

like opportunities. 

They see the benefits of college as 

having higher paying jobs, better job 

opportunities, doing what interests 

them. 

APPENDIX B 

Page 1



Top 5 Key Takeaways

School Group Total 

Participants

Concept1 Concept2 Concept3 Concept4 Concept5

HS3 Group 2 Not 

planning

7 • Possible barriers for attending 

college include money, time, 

concentration, comprehension skills, 

time management skills and good 

effort towards the goal

• Participants listed that they have 

received encouragement from various 

family members to pursue college and 

some of their parents want them to do 

better than they did and go further in 

life by going to college; they also want 

to make their parents proud – their 

guidance counselors have also 

encouraged them to attend college

• Participants listed that they 

have received encouragement 

from various family members to 

pursue college and some of their 

parents want them to do better 

than they did and go further in 

life by going to college; they also 

want to make their parents 

proud – their guidance 

counselors have also encouraged 

them to attend college

• After college, many of these 

students are thinking of doing 

trade school or an 

apprenticeship or even joining 

the military and using their 

educational benefits through 

the military

• If Lake Land College could do one 

thing differently to make it easier to 

attend the College, it would be:

tuition so it could be paid gradually 

(money for college was a concern for 

this group)

free and students could use them 

during class and then leave them in 

the classroom

interest to students (I let them know 

we do have technical courses they 

could choose from)

Path 3 Group 1 Planning 4 • Some of the students have a very 

clear idea of their future goals, while 

other students’ are very generic. For 

instance, one student knows 

precisely what two-year program 

he’s enrolling in this spring here at 

Lake Land—as well as how long it will 

take to complete, his job 

opportunities after completing it, and 

so on—while another student simply 

identified “living on my own and 

going to college.” 

• Social skills may be a factor regarding 

students’ future goals and plans. 

Meaning, the two students who 

demonstrated superior non-verbal skills 

and confidently answered questions 

without being prompted to do so were 

also the ones who had very clear goals 

for their future; those who were 

awkward and quiet, conversely, had 

generic, vague aspirations. 

• Motivation, internally 

generated, is a key to success, in 

their opinion. Students 

acknowledged the importance of 

dedication and commitment to 

doing well in college, and in life 

as well.

• Students don’t want to waste 

their time. Put differently, I got 

the impression that most of 

the students, while willing to 

attend college, don’t want the 

next few years of their life 

wasted on coursework they 

feel is irrelevant. 

• Pathways students specifically feel 

they are in a better position to 

succeed in college because of their 

geographic location to campus. The 

students feel that taking their classes 

towards high school graduation here 

at Lake Land makes the transition to 

taking classes here easier. They 

believe they have an advantage over 

those students in the high school, for 

they are not only unfamiliar with 

Lake Land’s campus, but also less 

likely to attend classes on this 

campus.

Path 3 Group 2 Not 

planning

11 • Interestingly, mental health and 

getting a handle on their mental 

health before enrolling in college was 

a factor mentioned a few times by 

more than one student in the focus 

group.

• Items mentioned when asked about 

additional education, training and/or 

skills needed to succeed in after high 

school plans included time 

management, dedication, 

determination (wanting to do 

something), willpower and recognizing 

that some people will try to bring you 

down

• Things Lake Land College could 

do differently in order to make it 

easier for them to attend College 

are: make the application process 

easier, make it less expensive, 

further advertise what the 

College offers (as far as degree 

programs and options), host 

Career Days more often, hear 

from more College graduates 

who share their stories and how 

they lived through life, 

completed their College degree, 

pros and cons of college 

experience and how they felt 

about the whole experience

• More than one student 

mentioned that if they 

graduate from high school 

they will be the first to 

graduate in their family; 

several mentioned that if they 

do go to College and finish, 

they will be the first one in 

their families to do so
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Top 5 Key Takeaways

School Group Total 

Participants

Concept1 Concept2 Concept3 Concept4 Concept5

Path 2 Group 1 3 attend 3 

not attend

6 1. They have a strong relationship 

with their pathways teacher and she 

highly encourages them to attend 

college.  Only 1 of the students has a 

parent encouraging her to go.  The 

other 5 students don’t have parental 

encouragement or discouragement.  

Going to college is simply not 

discussed in their household.  

2. Wanting to earn wages after high 

school is a big factor with the students 

not attending college.  They feel as if 

going to college is a “waste of time” 

because they will spend a lot of money 

and end up in debt while making less or 

not much more (they specifically used 

teacher salaries as an example).  

3. Strong assumption that the 

only scholarships available to 

students are athletic scholarships 

and athletes are the only 

students who can truly go to 

college for free.  They have this 

assumption because it’s what 

they see in the high school (peers 

getting celebrated when earning 

athletic scholarships throughout 

the school year).

4. They all filled out a FAFSA 

with assistance from their 

pathways instructor BUT they 

have no idea what filling out a 

FAFSA really means.  They 

don’t  understand they are 

applying for a state grant and a 

federal grant and that there 

could be enough money in 

grants to pay for tuition and 

fees at LLC.  They definitely 

have no idea that they could 

actually have leftover money 

after tuition and fees are paid.

5. All of these students would be first 

generation college students if/when 

they enroll.  They all provided 

indication that they just don’t know 

how to maneuver the higher 

education process (application, 

paying for college, enrollment, 

succeeding in coursework).  They 

have a fear of being alone 

throughout the process.   

Additionally, “change is hard” for 

them because all they know is to 

work after they graduate high school.  

Higher education is a foreign concept 

to them.   

HS4 Group 13 high risk 6 1. These were mainly underclassman 

(4 freshman or sophomores, 1 junior, 

1 senior). The questions were too far 

out into the future for them. All 

except for 1 do not drive. So 

transportation right now is a barrier. 

Could that change? Yes. But truly 

none seem to have thought that one 

through.

2. When finally nailed down for 

specifics, one said they want to play 

football in college and one said 

basketball in college. Neither are 

currently on the high school team, they 

had not spoken  to college coaches. One 

wants to “fish” after high school.  The 

rest didn’t even give anything for career 

goals. SIGH

3. Only two had jobs of any 

type…one at McDonald’s and one 

at Sonic I think. So there wasn’t 

even a good gauge for making 

money at this point.

4. I would love to get that 

group to a campus visit and to 

see the auto program, diesel 

tech, welding…something 

hands on and higher wage 

careers.

5. It was very hard to get them to 

speak, one covered his entire face 

with his sweatshirt each time and the 

teacher translated.

6. Counselors and the teachers of 

that program would be EXCELLENT 

resources for this project.

HS4 Group 1 high risk 7 1. The lack of interest in or planning 

of their future.

a. The most common answer I 

received was “I don’t know.”   A few 

of the students even seemed to be 

borderline apathetic about their 

future or at least talking about it.  

Getting them to answer these 

questions was difficult. 

b. One student said my conversation 

with her during the focus group got 

her to thinking about college, and 

that’s when she decided she wanted 

to go!  Made me wonder if this was 

the first time she had ever had a 

conversation out loud with someone 

about the possibility of going to 

college? Kind of neat, but kind of sad, 

too. 

2. A major reason not to go to 

college—debt.

a. I didn’t have enough time at the end 

to fully explain how Lake Land could be 

very affordable compared to other 

schools.

3. One of the answers to the 

question #6 “what additional 

education, training, and/or skills 

do you feel you need to succeed 

in your after high school plans” 

was “living off the government” 

which the student meant that he 

didn’t need to go to college or 

have any skills, because he would 

be fine. 

4. Answers to question #8 

“why do you feel other 

classmates are choosing not to 

go to college”

a. Don’t want to go to school

b. Can put you into debt

c. Family not financially stable

d. Don’t want to go/don’t think 

I need to go

e. Already have what I need

f. I want to find a different way

g. Some in my family already 

went—I don’t need to go just 

to be better than them

5. I was touched by the bits and 

pieces of information I gathered from 

their home lives as well as their 

nonverbal communication.  For 

example:

a. One student seemed to have pent 

up anger—at life.

b. Another student referred to his 

biological mom vs his new mom and 

how his biological mom had a bad 

life and he didn’t want that.  Not sure 

if he was adopted or fostered.

c. Lack of eye contact and/or 

mumbling gave me the impression of 

very low self-esteem.

6. Perhaps someone from the college 

could follow-up with the teachers 

from this group to offer to host the 

students on campus for a tour/info 

session, return as a guest speaker, 

etc. I think there’s an opportunity 

there to be a resource. 
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Top 5 Key Takeaways

School Group Total 

Participants

Concept1 Concept2 Concept3 Concept4 Concept5

HS4 Group 2 planning to 

attend

8 Money is an issue for college These students had plans for college 

ready - many know where they are 

attending and what they will be 

studying

Family encouragement to attend 

college was a common theme in 

this group

Additional skills needed after 

high school for this group 

included learning to be more 

independent in life and figure 

things out on their own

One student mentioned that in his 

family, he will be the first person to 

go to college in the states, since he 

spent part of his childhood in 

Vietnam where he was born, he is 

looking forward to it. 
HS4 Group 3 18 planning 

to attend 4 

not 

planning

22 several from this group are 

graduating in December and will be 

attending college in January. 

Cost is a concern for college They assume college will be more 

difficult than high school

This group mentioeed that as 

far as skills after high school, if 

you are not very talkative, you 

need to change that because 

you'll have to talk in college

This group mentioned that choices 

they have after high school includes 

a college that best fits your financial 

state.

HS4 Group 4 6 planning 

to attend; 2 

not 

planning; 2 

undecided

10 1. Cost of college is a factor In relation to discouragement about 

attending college, this group talked a 

fair amount about how the 

discouragement is coming from 

themselves (internally); battling in their 

head whether or not it’s worth it to go 

to college, whether they can go to 

college and succeed

3. These students felt that as for 

choices after high school, they 

could choose what their job will 

be and how successful they’ll be 

as well as whether to go to 

college or get a job

4. This group mentioned that 

additional education or skills 

they need to succeed after 

high school include getting a 

driver’s license, common sense 

(don’t do something stupid), 

good communication skills, 

hands on skills, being able to 

cook for yourself, time 

management skills and how to 

handle emergencies

5. This group mentioned that some 

YouTube stars they know started 

college and then stopped because 

they were able to do well with 

YouTube; this made them wonder if 

college is worth it

HS4 Group 5 3 planning 

to attend; 1 

not 

planning; 2 

undecided

6 Barriers for college include 

transportation, living expenses, food 

and money

2. This group has received a lot of 

encouragement to go to college and 

participating in TRIO was mentioned as 

part of this encouragement

3. Some of this group stated that 

they are choosing to attend 

college because they want to do 

it, not because others have 

mentioned it to them

4. Others in the group said that 

they didn’t have a choice to 

attend college; their parents 

had already made the decision 

for them that they would be 

going; the decision they 

needed to make was what 

they would major in

5. Additional education and skills this 

group mentioned in order to succeed 

after high school were keeping their 

finances in check, saving money, 

being responsible, being confident 

and being dedicated

HS4 Group 6 4 planning 

to attend 2 

unsure

6 Parents and teachers are biggest 

encouragement for attending college

Debt and money is a major concern Attending college because they 

will have more career options 

and won't have to struggle as 

much in life

students had a good idea of 

the options available for them 

after high school graduation.

felt social skills and money 

management skills are important 

ones to have 

HS4 Group 7 planning to 

attend

9 families and teachers provide the 

most encouragement for attending 

college

money and debt are biggest barriers communication skills are 

important to be successful

Have good idea that attending 

college will be beneficial to 

their future.

feel high school is not preparing 

them for college. They allow them to 

retake tests and hand unfinished 

work in at the end of the semester 

and this won't be an option in 

college. 
HS4 Group 8 20 planning 

to attend; 4 

not 

planning; 1 

undecided

25 Non planning to attend students 

were never interested in attending 

college. No interest. One wants/has 

an apprenticeship. One trade school

Debt and money is a major concern Necessary skills for success 

include social skills, common 

sense, and perserverence

family biggest influencer of 

college

Other influences for attending 

college are higher salaries, better 

job, financial success
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Top 5 Key Takeaways

School Group Total 

Participants

Concept1 Concept2 Concept3 Concept4 Concept5

HS4 Group 9 9 planning 

to attend; 1 

not 

planning

10 Cost is an issue Feel HS is not doing good job preparing 

them for college

communication skills are 

important to be successful

Everyone rather take F2F than 

online classes: For online want 

live lectures and need a good 

environment to "take" online 

courses

Parents and teachers and counselors 

biggest influencers.

HS4 Group 10 2 not 

planning 11 

planning

13 Students want to receive more 

information in the mail from Lake 

Land.  They want to see ALL classes 

that Lake Land offers so they are 

more informed.  Seeing what’s 

offered might give them ideas of 

other options or choices to consider. 

I think we need to bring back the 

printed schedule of classes that we 

used to mail to every household in 

the district.  They want this this 

information sooner.  I think this 

would be very beneficial to help 

them start thinking sooner about 

choices and helping them see that 

LLC is a feasible option.  I think we 

assume they know there should 

be/could be a connection or 

opportunity to attend LLC, but they 

haven’t made that connection yet. 

Parents are very influential.  Sending 

home that schedule helps to promote 

us to parents, too. 

We need to do a better job 

helping to dispel the myth that 

college is always expensive and 

automatically creates debt. 

Maybe try to offer a lesson plan 

that could be shared or 

integrated into an existing course 

or offer to be guest speaker to a 

classes.  Are we utilizing dual 

credit classes to convey this? 

HS4 Group 11 planning to 

attend

9 students seem to be aware of all of 

their potential choices after high 

school graduation including living in 

their parent's basement. 

Biggest influences have been parents, 

teachers, counselors, and friends and 

coaches

cost is an issue and concern There seemed to be an even 

split of those who decided to 

go to college recently, those 

who have always known, and 

those whose parents have 

encouraged and expected it.

They identified a lengthy list of skills 

needed to succeed in general 

HS4 Group 12 4 planning 

to attend; 3 

not 

planning to 

attend

7 1. These students felt that they are 

very limited due to finances when we 

talked about what choices they have 

for life after high school graduation.

2. When talking about additional 

education, training and/or skills they 

will need to succeed in their after high 

school plans, they mentioned how to 

manage money, budgeting, people 

skills, talking skills, and learning how to 

do an actual job.

3. A possible barrier that 

students were concerned about 

(this was when I asked the 

question of other possible 

barriers to attending college) was 

fitting in the time to go to school 

and also to work.

4. Social media influencers, 

along with Jeff Bezos and Elon 

Musk have influenced these 

students on the idea that 

maybe college isn’t necessary 

because these people make a 

lot of money and many did not 

finish college.

5. Some of these students have 

researched what they can do as far 

as jobs without a college degree.
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